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Dear Parents/Carers,

| am pleased to share that the academic year has concluded on a positive note. Our students have made remarkable
achievements this year— not only in their academic progress but also in their attendance, which has been consistently well
above the national average. Students participated in many enriching events this term, including the Gresham music residential,
poetry workshops, a visit to the Royal Opera House to watch Carmen, a sixth-form trip to Amsterdam, and a week of work
experience for our Year 10 students. Students have enjoyed a range of celebratory events, including Sports Day, Prom, and the
Principal’s Dinner. Please take some time to review your child’s report, which has been shared with you via the PAM Parent App.
Starting in September, these reports will be accessible via the MCAS app, along with any set homework. Please be reminded
that mobile phones will not be permitted in school from September. You can refer to our previous communication for further
information on this matter. As a result of the phone ban, the behaviour for learning policy has been updated and is available to
view on the school website as well as being attached to the newsletter.

Enrichment: To improve the quality of our enrichment provision, KS3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) enrichment will only take place
on Tuesdays from September. KS4 (Years 10 and 11) enrichment will continue on both Tuesdays and Wednesdays, with both
days designed to support students’ GCSE preparation.

Start of the school day: From September, the school day will begin at 8:23 am to ensure a prompt start to period one
lessons. Please remind your child that the start time is no longer 8:25 am so they arrive before 8:23 am to avoid being marked
late.

Uniform: From September, the prescribed shoes for all students are plain black leather shoes. Trainers or branded
footwear, including Kickers, are not permitted. However, students in Years 8-11 may continue to wear Kickers if they are their
current school shoes. In these cases, all tags must be removed.

Sixth Form (ICS): Since completing their UCAS applications, some students have received degree-level apprenticeship
offers, including one at TFL, as well as receiving full scholarships to university on academic merit. Several students have
received acceptance into competitive programmes for example, a scholarship to LSE summer school and the Eton geography
programme. Additionally, ICS was presented at the IRIS academic research conference and some students have graduated
from the prestigious Cambridge Pelican programme whilst others achieved Industrial Cadets gold awards as well as teamwork
awards and business pitch awards!

Staffing: We will be saying farewell to Mr Anzawa, Ms Buldu, Ms Karen Deans — Cotterell, Mr Cassidy, Mr Fuller, Mr Haque,
Mr Hepburn, Mr Newman, Mr Sanders, Ms Jury and Ms Denford. We wish them all the best in their future endeavours and thank
them for their work at COLAHH. We are pleased to welcome Mr Anand-Shaw (Head of History), Mr Harrison (History and RE
Teacher), Mr Hope-Bell (Maths Teacher), Ms Saha (Maths Teacher and Deputy Head of Year 8), Ms Smyth (Geography
Teacher), Mr Young (Music Teacher) and Mr Osmani (Business/Economics Teacher).

Monday 1st September & Tuesday 2nd September: Staff INSET
Days

Monday 1st: Year 12 in from 2pm -4pm & Tuesday 2nd: NCS Visit
Wednesday 3rd September: Attendance Reward Trip (Selected
Students Only)

Wednesday 3rd September: Year 7 and 13 ONLY in school

Year 12 Oxford Trip

Wednesday 17th September: Year 7 SEND Parent
Afternoon Tea

Thursday 23rd September: Enrichment Commences

Monday 29th September: Year 7 Parent Information
Evening

Thursday 4th September: Years 7, 10, 11 and 13 ONLY in school
Year 12 Oxford Trip

Wednesday 15th October: Years 8-11 Parent Information
Evening

Friday 5th September: Years 7, 8, 12 and 13 ONLY in school

Monday 20th October: Trust Training Day (No school for
students)

Monday 8th September: Whole cohorts return to school

Tuesday 21st October — Friday 24th October: Sixth Form
Consultation Evenings

Wednesday 17th September: Year 6 Open Evening

Monday 27th October - Friday 31st October: Half Term

Please ensure that your child arrives at school promptly and in the correct uniform, including the appropriate water
bottle, in September. If you need further clarification on our uniform expectations, please refer to our uniform code,
which can be found on our website under the ‘Students and Parents’ tab or the communication which has been sent to
you.

| would like to thank all parents/carers, staff and governors for their support this term. | wish you all a restful break.

Yours sincerely,
&,h\f\\qﬁr\ >

Prince Gennuh
Principal
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Science Department
The Year 10 students and Ishraq in Year 12 did us proud when they

attended a lecture at Imperial College London on Bioengineering -
specifically MRI scans and the potential of imaging the brain. During
the Q&A session, our students would not stop putting up their hands
to ask impressively technical questions - particularly Jean-Guy,
Thomas and Ishraq! A shout out to Ishraq who did some fantastic
role modelling to the Year 10s as well!

IMPERIAL

Our Year 8s attended a Physics career's fair at Elizabeth Garret
Anderson school. They met satellite engineers, bridge builders and
other physics professionals and asked some amazing questions!

Geography Department

Students have been working hard
in Geography with this term
seeing our KS3 students
complete fieldwork for their own
geographical investigations! Our
Year 8s visited East Finchley, in
North London, to collect data to
support their enquiry into which
areas would be suitable for
brownfield regeneration, to help
solve the housing crisis.

Sustainability
COLAHH has been abuzz with sustainable initiatives, with the inaugural meeting of our Student Sustainability Council

producing an array of exciting new ideas which students are excited to roll out in September. In addition to this,
students in Years 8 and 9 who have been working on the Green Changemakers Project, were very excited to hold an
Open Garden Event in the last week of term to share the climate resistant garden that they have researched,
designed and built with members of the public. Be sure to check it out at the Adventure Playground and Clubhouse
on Hampstead Heath over the Summer!
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PE Department
Students took part in the COLA Health Challenge at West Ham Park, enjoying a fun-filled day of team building,

boxercise, dance, and a scavenger hunt. Wearing pedometers, everyone competed to get the most steps . The
event promoted fitness, teamwork, and healthy competition in an energetic outdoor environment.

Sports Awards

This year the PE department hosted their very first Sports Awards. The Sports Awards celebrated the students’
achievements in PE lessons and extra-curricular activities. Students were selected across Years 7- 10 and over
50 students took part. The Sports Award started off with a Rounder's competition. Then we had Football and
Basketball games. The event finished with a pizza party and presentations. Well done to all the students who
took part!

Rowing

This term our Year 8 and 9 students took part in the Row on Water competition at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic
Park. The students got to showcase their skills on paddle boards, canoes and in land based rowing
competitions. The group was praised for their efforts and positive attitudes, representing the school brilliantly.
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Enrichment
Congratulations to Savio and Abdalla, who finished joint top of the
Enrichment Chess League with an impressive 6.5 points!

Chess is more than just a game — it's a powerful way to build fusion skills that
support learning across the curriculum. By playing chess, students develop
critical thinking, pattern recognition, strategic planning, and resilience. It also
strengthens concentration, memory, and decision-making under pressure — all |
essential skills for success both in and out of the classroom.

Well done to all participants for their focus and determination throughout the
league!

Fusion Skills
Congratulations to the following students who achieved the highest number of Fusion Skills achievement
points in the Summer Term:

Year 7: Yunis: 38 Fusion Skill Achievement Points
Year 8: Yahya: 81 Fusion Skill Achievement Points
Year 9: Isabelle: 80 Fusion Skill Achievement Points
Year 10: Abirdeb: 32 Fusion Skill Achievement Points

MFL Department
French pupils from Years 9, 10 and 12 went on a

school trip to the Royal Opera House in Covent
Garden to attend a matinee.

The pupils had lunch in the cafe area under the
glass dome before they made their way to the
theatre.

They watched a French opera entitled Carmen
which is about the complicated love life of a
Spanish Tzigane woman. The adaptation was set in
1950’s Spain with women dressed as factory
workers, then later as 1970’s disco goers.

There was a moment when a character fired blank
shots out of a gun and some of our pupils jumped in
fright!

Our pupils were so engaged in the singing that they picked up a lot of French words such as: “tais-toi, la maison, la
montagne, je t'aime, ma mére, je pense que”

There was also a youth choir that performed and sang on stage. The stage design helped to transport the pupils into
the narrative as there was even a car driving on stage!

The ending was tragic but the atmosphere was electric and some of our pupils loved the show so much that they
stood up clapping at the end to congratulate the singers when they saluted! The pupils had great day and they will
hopefully return to their French lessons with more dedication to learning about vocabulary and tenses!
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Sparx Top Readers at the City of London School for boys, with the lyrically adept, awe-
inspiring author, Kwame Alexander.
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Another exciting creative writing workshop with author Nathaneal Lessore

“My workshops with City of London Highgate Hill have been a dream come true. The students are creative,
receptive, switched on, and extremely polite. Even though they don't all want to be writers, they put all their effort
into the creative writing sessions, and they seem to understand the importance of reading. Most importantly, they
have fun, and it's wonderful to be a part of these sessions.” Nathaneal
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i Top readers and reviewers at the Reading
l Road Map author event at the Emirates,

= % with highly acclaimed young adult
authors: Nathaneal Lessore, Alexandra
Sheppard and Ross Welford.

Jack Petchey Gold Awards: Well done to the peer nominees: Jodeyne, Victor & Mohamed S!

Wellbeing Ambassadors

We are delighted to introduce you to our Wellbeing Ambassadors for 2025/26. They will be working on a variety
of projects throughout the year to support the mental health of our young people, raising awareness and

launching new initiatives to help all of our students.

Kezia (year 7), Abdur-Raheem year 7), Yasmin (year 8), Yahia (year 8), Jannat (year 9), Keiti (year 9), Jaidah (year
9), Samir (year 9), Lujain (year 10) and Aliyah (year 10).
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